Chapter 7: The Oh of Moon and Piano (2000)

For Treble Voices & Piano

for The Piedmont Choirs, Robert Geary, Director, Sue Bohlin, Pianist
Accidentals apply only to immediate pitches, excepting tied or repeated notes.
All notes without noteheads are unvoiced.

Normal (English) words are notated in the palatino font. Vocal sounds are notated in a phonetic font using
the symbols as shown in the pronunciation guide below.

Phonetic Symbol as in English see page
m moon 1
t tune 1
R [rolled “r”] 8
% had 8
k cat 9
| law 9
d3 jingle 10
) sing 12
a1 pile 18
I lift 19
f free 19
i hush 34
S sing 38
o roll 44
n dance 45
a father 47
i seed 49
dance 49
mud 49

Commissioned through the American Composer’s Forum as part of the Continental Harmony program. Continental Harmony
links communities with composers to celebrate the new millennium through the creation of original musical works. The pro-
gram is a partnership of the American Composers Forum and the National Endowment for the Arts, with the additional funds
provided by the John S. & James L. Knight Foundation, Rockefeller Foundation, William & Flora Hewlett Foundation, and
Land O’Lakes Foundation. Continental Harmony is an Associate Partner of the White House Millennium Council.
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The Oh of Moon and Piano

Rattle me

clatter me

jingle me song

the urge is great
as the night is long

Light me

lift me

roll me along
the wish is made
on Piano’s song

Solo Moon glowing

in deeps of silence

listens longing

to Piano’s song

dumb moan in moon’s guts
Oh, To belt it out

To blast the stars with my aria!

Skinny-legged piano

locked in the music room
looks out longing

at mammoth Moon

no dark tones that sadden him
Oh, To roll across the universe
with an awesome hush!

Swap Moon for Piano,
Piano for Moon

Let piano play tunes that fill the sky

let the luminous globe of Moon
roll around palace rooms
Their loving looks toward dawn

Piano bows to Moon and they dance
in springtime’s secret night garden

Now who can tell
the music from its muse?

- Denise Newman
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